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Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan 

COVERAGE SCREENING FORM Habitat Plan Application File Number                     
(Assigned by jurisdiction) 

Planning Office File Number               
(Assigned by jurisdiction) 

To determine if a project is eligible for coverage under the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan 

(“Habitat Plan”), complete and submit this form to the planning or building office of the 

applicable local jurisdiction (County of Santa Clara, City of Gilroy, City of Morgan Hill, or 

City of San José) as soon as possible in the development process. 

This form is used to evaluate if a private development project located within the Habitat 

Plan Permit Area is classified as a “covered project” under the Habitat Plan. Certain 

projects within the Habitat Plan Permit Area may not be covered projects under the 

Habitat Plan due to their location and size. This form is used to determine one of two 

conclusions and courses of action regarding a proposed project: 

(1) A project is not a covered project under the Habitat Plan. Submit this form to the 

applicable local jurisdiction. No additional action regarding the Habitat Plan is needed.1 

(2) A project is a covered project under the Habitat Plan. Submit this form to the 

applicable planning or building office along with the Fees and Conditions Worksheet when 

submitting applications for planning approvals.  

1. Project Type (subdivision, conditional use permit, etc.)

2. Project Location (address / assessor’s parcel number)

3. Project Description (including proposed use)

4. Screening Questions

A. Project Location 

On the Private Development Areas map2 (Figure 2-5 of the Habitat Plan), what area is the 
project located within? (check the applicable box below) 

i. Private Development Covered   Go to Question C, page 2 

ii. Rural Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered   Go to Question B, page 2 

iii. Rural Development Not Covered   Go to Conclusion 1, page 3 

iv. Urban Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered   Go to Question B, page 2 

1 See disclaimer under Conclusion 1 below regarding Endangered Species Act requirements. 
2 The Private Development Areas map can be viewed on the Habitat Agency Geobrowser at 

http://www.scv-habitatplan.org or GIS maps at each of the planning or building offices (Gilroy, 

Morgan Hill, San José, Santa Clara County). 

http://www.scv-habitatplan.org/
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B. Size of the Permanently Disturbed Footprint 

What is the total size of the permanently disturbed footprint (not parcel size; see box below), in acres? 

If the size of the permanently disturbed area is less than 2 acres, go to Conclusion 1, page 3. 

If the size of the permanently disturbed area is 2 acres or greater, go to Conclusion 2, page 3. 

 

 

 

 

C.  Additions3 

i. Is the project site currently developed?   YES Go to Question ii below 

  NO Go to Conclusion 2, page 3 

ii. Does the project consist of total new impervious
surface less than 5,000 square feet for (a) a
building addition or (b) a new building within 50
feet of existing buildings?4

 YES Provide area below in iii and go to Conclusion 1, page 3 

NO Go to Conclusion 2, page 3 

iii.  What is the total impervious surface (see box
below) that will be added (in square feet)?

 

 

3 A developed site means a site has existing permanent improvements, such as buildings and impervious areas, that were legally 

established prior to the Operative Date of the Habitat Plan (October 14, 2013).  Review of building permits or aerial photos may be 
required by the planning department for verification. 

4 Building addition and new building area is cumulative effective October 14, 2013. 

Calculating the Size of the Permanently Disturbed Footprint: The permanently disturbed area is not the parcel 
size. It is determined by calculating the total land area that will be permanently affected by the proposed 
development project.  

This area includes all new buildings, new impervious surfaces (parking areas, roads, sidewalks, pools, etc.), and 
other areas that will be permanently affected by the project (lawns or formal landscaping areas, etc.). Refer to 
Exhibit A for calculating the Permanently Disturbed Footprint. 

This area shall be shown on plans submitted with this Coverage Screening Form. 

If necessary, the planning or building office reviewing this Coverage Screening Form may require this area to be 
calculated by a licensed professional (architect, engineer, surveyor) to verify accuracy. 

Calculating Impervious Surface: New impervious surfaces include all new buildings and paved areas (asphalt and 
concrete), such as parking areas, driveways, roads, sidewalks and pools. 

This area shall be shown on the plans submitted with this Coverage Screening Form. 

If necessary, the planning department reviewing the Coverage Screening Form may require impervious surface 
area to be calculated by a licensed professional (architect, engineer, surveyor) to verify accuracy. 
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Note: The permanently disturbed footprint depicted in Exhibit A is only used to determine if your project is eligible for coverage under 

the Habitat Plan. Exhibit 1 attached to the Fees and Conditions Worksheet and Application Form should be used to calculate project 

impacts, Habitat Plan fees, and conditions applicable to your project. 
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