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Introduction 
 
The County of Santa Clara has prepared a draft Reid-Hillview Airport Master Plan 
Update (June, 2007).  The Santa Clara County Planning Office, acting as Lead Agency in 
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will be preparing an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to identify potentially significant environmental 
effects from implementation of the Reid-Hillview (RHV) Airport Master Plan.   
 
On April 29, 2011, the County published a Notice of Preparation (NOP) indicating that 
an EIR would be prepared.  This NOP was sent to a variety of interested agencies, 
organizations, and individuals.  Interested agencies, organizations, and individuals were 
invited to provide comments on the scope of work for the EIR.  The County received 
comments on the NOP for a period of 30 days (from May 1, 2011 through May 31, 
2011). 
 
The County held two (2) public scoping meetings for the RHV Airport Master Plan: May 
19, 2011 at the Hillview Library (1600 Hopkins Drive, San Jose) and May 24, 2011 at the 
Reid-Hillview Airport.  Copies of the sign-in sheets at the scoping meetings are on file 
with Kim Rook (408-299-5790) at the Santa Clara County Planning Office. 
 
During the 30-day scoping period (ending May 31, 201), 6 written comments were 
received.  In addition, one written comment was received after the close of the 30-day 
scoping period.  Copies of all written comments are on file with Kim Rook (408-299-
5790) at the Santa Clara County Planning Office. 
 
The comment topic areas include a wide range of issues.  The majority of comments 
received pertained to issues related to air quality/pollution, compatible land use, aircraft 
noise, safety, and vibration.  In addition, several comments were received that are not 
related to the proposed action being studied in the EIR. 
 
A summary of all comment themes is provided in Table 1.  Comments relevant to the 
EIR are divided by environmental issue and several other categories. 
 
 
 
 



Written Scoping Comments 
 
Public Agencies / Organizations 
The following is a listing of the public agencies / organizations that submitted written 
comments. 
 
California Department of Transportation    May 13, 2011 
-Division of Aeronautics 
 
California Department of Transportation    May 31, 2011 
-Transportation Planning 
 
Pacific Gas and Electric      May 26, 2011 
 
Santa Clara County Valley Transportation Authority  June 1, 2011 
 
Public Agencies / Organizations 
The following is a listing of the community / special interest groups that submitted 
written comments. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society     May 31, 2011 
 
Individuals 
The following is a listing of the individuals that submitted written comments. 
 
Phon Chuc        May 19, 2011 
Frank Alcala        May 31, 2011 
 
Oral Comments 
Public scoping meetings were held on May 19, 2011 and May 24, 2011.  During the 
scoping meetings, oral comments were received.  The following is a listing of the 
individuals that provided oral comments. 
 
May 19, 2011      May 24, 2011 
Public Scoping Meeting   Public Scoping Meeting 
Phon Chuc     Phil Garratt 
Felipe Montes     Frank Alcala 
      Craig Arcuri 
      Videl Carrillo 
 
Scoping Comments Summary 
Table 1 presents a summary of the issues raised from the verbal scoping comments that 
have been provided.  Following Table 1 are all written comments received during the 
public comment period. 



Santa Clara County 
Reid-Hillview Airport Master Plan EIR 
Summary of Verbal Scoping Comments 
May 19, 2011 and May 24, 2011  
Table 1.   
6/14/2011 
 

Environmental Issue / Project Component___________                                   _ 
Purpose and Need 

 Explain why a new taxiway is needed. 
 Will there be an increase in the number of airplanes? 

Air Quality 
 Reid-Hillview is the 24th worst airport for air pollution in the state.  The project will 

include an increase of airplanes that will result in more air pollution due to leaded 
aviation fuels. 

 Taxiway W and increased number of airplanes/helicopters will cause increased dust 
dispersal to properties adjacent to the airport. 

 Families with children play at the park adjacent to the airport on the weekends.  The 
planes come close and create dust and vibration. 

Land Use 
 The addition of Taxiway W will encourage airport uses closer to the existing 

residential area. 
Noise 

 Families with children play at the park adjacent to the airport on the weekends.  The 
planes come close and create a lot of noise.  

 Creation of vibration from aircraft. 
 Practicing airplanes and helicopter landings will increase noise on Taxiway W and 

the helicopter pads. 
 Helicopter training requires hovering over the existing dirt and asphalt areas and will 

create more noise. 
 New Taxiway W will cause more noise. 
 Will sound walls be included to decrease noise from Taxiway W and helicopter pads? 

Safety 
 Families with children play at the park adjacent to the airport on the weekends.  The 

planes come close, creating a safety issue. 
 The proposed helicopter pads will cause a safety issue due to the location adjacent to 

residential developments. 
 The proposed Taxiway W will be adjacent to residential development and may cause 

a safety issue. 
 

Hazards 
 Proposed Taxiway W will drive rodents/vermin out of the field to existing adjacent 

business and residential buildings  



 
Opposition to Proposed Action 

 The proposed action will allow expansion of the existing airport and the proposed 
action is opposed. 

Support for Proposed Action 
 The proposed action will encourage new retail businesses for nearby residents and is 

supported. 
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Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
Founded 1926 

 
 
May 31, 2011           
 
Via Email 
 
 
Rob Eastwood, Senior Planner, AICP 
County of Santa Clara, Planning and Development 
70 West Hedding Street, East Wing, 7th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110 
(408) 288-9198 fax 
rob.eastwood@pln.sccgov.org 
 
 
Dear Mr. Eastwood, 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) is pleased to provide scoping comments in 
response to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to 
describe and evaluate environmental impacts that could result from implementation of the Reid 
Hillview (RHV) Airport Master Plan. 
 
The NOP for the RHV Master Plan identifies potential habitat for the Western Burrowing Owl at 
RHV. The NOP acknowledges that the Western Burrowing Owl is protected under California 
Environmental Quality Act as it is designated a California Species of Special Concern. In Santa 
Clara County, burrowing owls are in the brink of extirpation. SCVAS is extremely concerned 
with the decline of burrowing owls populations in the County. Our membership, 3500 strong in 
the County, is always concerned when development is proposed in burrowing owl habitat.  
 
The NOP proposes, “The EIR will evaluate whether the Burrowing Owls and/or suitable 
breeding habitat for Burrowing Owls are present within the RHV Airport, and the impact from 
proposed airport improvements.” We ask that the EIR analyzes cumulative impacts on burrowing 
owl habitat, and that mitigation be incorporated for loss of habitat.  
 
We ask that the EIR look beyond the existing California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) 
guidelines avoidance/mitigation for burrowing owls. These guidelines are currently being 
replaced and DFG have not been using them for a little more than a year, primarily because they 
fail to achieve the necessary goals of avoiding take or adequately mitigating for any take.  Until 
the new guidelines are in place, each project (including RHV Airport Master Plan) should be 
evaluated independently using the best currently available scientific data and conservation 
techniques. Based on recent conversations and correspondence with Mr. Dave Johnston, Senior 
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Biologist for the California Department of Fish and Game, we submit the following comments: 
 
1. We recommend that the EIR include surveys to determine: 
a). If there are owls present. 

Since burrowing owls can use the same piece of land for different things and use can also 
vary depending on the time of year, it can be most useful to carry out several surveys to 
make this determination.  Generally, it is best to survey a site well in advance of project 
commencement to avoid surprises.  At the same time, since birds in general, and burrowing 
owls in particular, can occupy a nest overnight, a preconstruction survey should be carried 
out no more than 24 hours before any site activity. 

b). If there is a historical use of the site  
Historical use informs the planning process and helps determine if a loss of utilized habitat 
will occur.  If it will, mitigation should be proposed.  This is done by examination of 
various databases and consulting with local experts to determine what might have 
happened on the site. 

c). If habitat is present  
This is a habitat assessment that provides information about what might be reasonably 
expected on a site for nesting, wintering, or foraging owls.  
  

2. If buffers are needed to protect active burrows from disturbance and from “take”, please use 
buffers that would effectively protect the owls. General DFG guidelines require that for any 
situation, there should be enough monitoring to provide assurance that there won't be 
displacement as a result of project activities. The first step would be to establish a behavioral 
baseline with no project related disturbances, generally a day or two of monitoring by a qualified 
biologist.  In this case, 'qualified' means someone who is familiar enough with burrowing owls to 
recognize behaviors and how they might change.  The biologist should continue and monitor the 
behavior of the birds from the very the start of any project related activity on the site. 
 
3.  Please note that DFG does not recommend exclusion, even for wintering owls. The reason for 
this is that the overwhelming majority of what data exists indicates that relocations are almost 
never successful.  
 
4.  Please note that off-site mitigation may prove difficult. DFG does not use the 6.5 acres 
mitigation per pair of owls any longer, since this estimate has been shown to have no 
applicability to the ecological needs of the owls.  As a general rule, mitigation should always be 
of commensurate biological value to whatever impact occurred.  
 
5.  Please provide mitigation for the loss of foraging habitat.  
 
6. Santa Clara County is currently finalizing its Valley Habitat Conservation Plan (VHP) 
planning process. Included in this plan is the conservation strategy for Western Burrowing Owls. 
We ask tat the EIR provide an analysis of the project’s inter-relations with the VHP, and 
consideration of mitigation for burrowing owl habitat in line with the conservation strategy for 
Western Burrowing Owls. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide scoping comments for the Reid Hillview (RHV) 
Airport Master Plan EIR.  Please keep SCVAS informed of the progress of this proposal and any 
additional projects that may have an impact on Burrowing Owls and other wildlife species.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Shani Kleinhaus 
Environmental Advocate 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 
22221 McClellan Rd. 
Cupertino, CA  95014 
shani@scvas.org 
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