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Background – Existing Law
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County of Santa Clara Ordinance Code Division C5 (1993)
 Requires relocation assistance for residential tenants displaced due to unsafe or 

hazardous conditions
 Lacks effective monitoring and enforcement mechanism

California Tenant Protection Act (AB 1482, 2019) 
 Provides limited statewide protections for residential tenants
 Landlords can only evict for “just cause”
 At-Fault Just Cause – e.g., non-payment, nuisance, lease violations, and 

unlawful conduct
 No-Fault Just Cause – e.g., owner move-in, withdrawal of property from rental 

market, and intent to demolish or substantially remodel
 Requires relocation assistance for all no-fault just cause evictions
 Expressly authorizes cities and counties to adopt more protective regulations



Background – Renters in Unincorporated Area
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ACS 2022 5-Year Estimates Regarding Owner-Occupied and Renter-Occupied Units in Unincorp. Area



Background – Renters in Unincorporated Area
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ACS 2022 5-Year Estimates Regarding Type of Renter-Occupied Units in Unincorporated Area



Proposed Residential Tenant Protection Ordinance for 
Unincorporated Santa Clara County
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 Repeal and replace Division C5 to expand just cause eviction protections and 
relocation assistance requirements for residential tenants in the 
unincorporated county in accordance with state law

 Cities with local tenant protection ordinances: San José, Mountain View, 
Sunnyvale, Milpitas, and Palo Alto

 Address gaps in state law
 Expand categories of protected tenancies 
 Limit and clarify authority for just cause evictions
 Match local relocation assistance requirements for all no-fault evictions
 Adopt compliance and enforcement scheme tailored to County programs



Tenant Protection Ordinances in SCC
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Summary and Comparison to Proposed County Ordinance



Tenant Protection Ordinances in SCC
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Summary and Comparison to Proposed County Ordinance



Relocation Assistance Requirements in SCC and LA
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Comparison of Base Relocation Assistance Amounts
(excluding special circumstance additions)



SCC Tenant Protection Ordinance

QUESTIONS?
Panelists

• Aaron Forbath, Deputy County Counsel
 aaron.forbath@cco.sccgov.org

• Rachel Neil, Deputy County Counsel
 rachel.neil@cco.sccgov.org

• Elizabeth Vissers, Deputy County Counsel
 elizabeth.vissers@cco.sccgov.org 
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